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Around the world in 90 days

My mother came into Denver to visit yesterday and I was retelling the end of
the repair story of the car on the way home from the airport. “Oh Jeez” (the
Wisconsin/mid-western way of swearing without swearing) was coming out of
her mouth about every 30 seconds. So let me try to wrap up this tale for all of
you as well.

Let’s start with the repair shop ordering a wheel that didn’t fit. So, I buy a
special tool from Nebraska to see whether the replacement hub was incorrect
or if the wheel was in fact wrong. I go over to the shop to measure the bolt
pattern with this spirograph looking tool, and as I’m slipping the tool over the
bolts, it doesn’t fit. The owner of the shop comes out and notices that one of
the bolts is actually bent! He says it should be fine (right?!) and I ask to see the
wheel to measure the bolt pattern to make sure it’s correct. He and his son tell
me that they already sent it back. Lies! They had the wheel at a specialty shop
just the day before supposedly attempting to remanufacture a wheel from the
new and old wheels. The son tells me that he’s having trouble (after the fact)
ordering the correct wheel as it has been discontinued. I find out the specs that
they were ordering and called the manufacturer directly. The shop told me the
offset was 45 and the manufacture said they never made a wheel with that
offset only 35 or 20 and they still make those.

Continued on page 2.
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I went back to the shop, and took the wheel to a local DIY car wash in -4 degree weather in my suit to spray off
the back of the wheel to get the numbers. Sure enough, 35mm offset. I get the specific part number to the shop at
4 p.m. on the day before New Years.  I also told them Prestige (the manufacturer if they were to order through
them) would not be open Wednesday 12/31 or Thursday 1/1.

Friday 1/16 - Stopped back to get a tracking number for the wheel and was told that they already had it - just not
the tire! After cleaning the wheel and tire over 3 weeks prior I noticed that it wasn't in that bad of shape and asked:
"Why don't we put the old tire on the new wheel and be done" The son went in the back and talked to the father
and found out they also didn't have the spacer on yet. I asked why the tire wasn't ordered and there yet given the
wrong wheel was ordered about a month ago. The son said something about not ordering parts until the job is
almost finished and taking the specs off the front right tire and ordering it up through Discount Tire and it should
be in Monday 1/19 or Tuesday 1/20. The tires are staggered and so AGAIN he ordered the wrong parts vs. looking
at the estimate and taking the information from there. Meanwhile I'm told it's about 10 minutes before they’re
closing on Friday (3:30).  So I speak with the father and tell him to cancel the wrong tire and I'll spec out and
order one and bring it in on Monday. I stop into Discount Tire on Friday night and I'm told as long as Finish Line
is in the system they are good to pay for it.

Monday 1/19 - At 8 o'clock I stop into the shop and give the father the information so he can pay for the tire and
I can pick it up for them after my meeting at 9. I stop in to pick-up the tire and I'm told that it's not been paid for
and that Finish Line doesn't mount/balance tires. So, I wasted a trip. I then stop back into Finish Line to pickup
the wheel and bring it back across town to Discount Tire. I wait in line for 20 minutes and they get the son back
on the line to pay for it. Finish Line's info isn't up to date with Discount Tire so they won't accept payment over
the phone and they only can pay by check. The son tells them that they'll take care of all of it (payment and picking
up the tire). 2 hours wasted running around trying to save them time from having to deliver a wheel and mount a
tire and return to the shop.

Now if that didn't make your eyes roll, as I'm dropping of the wheel to be mounted I saw the packing slip was still
on the side of the box. I was curious to make sure they had ordered the right spec wheel, how much, and who they
ordered it from. Turns out they did order it direct from the manufacturer on: 1/9 11 days after they had the
information!!!!! Looks like it started to ship on 1/10. So, basically I caught them in a lie on the wheel being there
on Monday or Tuesday. No wonder it took so long. So if they didn't order the CORRECT wheel until just shy of
2 weeks ago it's no wonder that they didn't order the spacer (which should have been ordered back with the first
wrong wheel) and tire.  I ended up keeping the shipping slip when I walked out of Discount Tire on Monday. I
also mentioned something about MLK Jr. Day on Monday to the son. "Oh, yeah, sorry I forgot about that. Your
spacer won't be delivered today then.”

Friday 1/23 - I get a call to pickup the car around noon and as I’m leaving the shop, I ask to see the spec sheet for
the alignment job. The father calls back into the shop and finds out it was never done. To speed of the process, I
take it up the street and hope to finally be on my way. It was supposed to be great weekend to paint and detail the
car. As I’m leaving the alignment shop and driving around it feels like I have a flat tire - which turns out I do.
22.5 PSI on my other rear tire. So, the auto body and the alignment shop let me drive away like this.  This feeling
continues through the weekend and as I pull into Nissan on Monday, the rear wheel that was just replaced is
squealing like metal on metal. Nissan tells me it’s not safe to drive and it’s probably something with the hub or
the spacer. They confirm that the spacer was hand tight and not torqued down and also noticed cross threaded lug
nuts which could have all caused the wheel to come off again. One new bolt, a tightened spacer, and 5 new lugs
nuts later I’m ready to go.

Continued on page 3.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
How to Host an Event

To host an event, email the Vice President with the following information:  When, Where, and a full event de-
scription.  Once approved,  the Vice President will post the details on the ZCCC website and EventBrite.  The
event information will be copied into the Odometer two months prior to the event and the month in which the
event occurs.  Events will not be accepted without the above requested information.

February General Meeting
When:  Wednesday, February 4, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Where:  Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

[Everyone attending is asked to order off the Menu]

The February 50/50 raffle will be hosted by a very special guest.

Yes, Julia Child -
The French Chef, will be on hand to dish out some very special gifts.
So be sure to attend the February meeting just to see what's cooking.

Bon appétit!!

… and don’t forget about the Club Merchandise Sale!

See the February Odometer for prices (availability may vary).

My insurance company calls the shop and they are not happy, but say to bring the bill by. After paying Nissan, I
bring the bill by the shop and I’m yelled at by the son in front of customers. “We’re upset that you didn’t bring
the car here first to have warranty service done.” Really?!! After all of this?!! And Nissan said it wasn’t safe to
drive and hadn’t diagnosed what the problem was yet. The son said: “Well I’ll give this my father and we’ll get
back to you.” How uncomfortable and awkward! No calls for 2 days so I called my insurance company and they
agreed that the shop is at fault and I picked up a check today and they’ll go after the shop for the repairs! Take
that morons!!!

Whew! 90 days later, I hope this is the end of the story. The Batmobile is back on the road and I can’t wait to see
all of you with the car at our February general meeting.

TO THE BATMOBILE! Tom (aka Batman ) Ziegelbauer

PRESIDENT’S CORNER (continued)
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March General Meeting
When:  Wednesday, March 4, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Where:  Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

[Note:  Everyone attending is requested to order off the Menu]

UPCOMING EVENTS (continued)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade
When:  Saturday, March 14, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 2:00 PM
Where:  Emerald Mile
Host:  Kathy Minister (303-882-6855)

Please register at the January meeting by paying your $20 fee.  We have a limit of the first 10 cars.
A waiting list will be available.  We will need a number of walkers to pass out beads to the little leprechauns.  We
will be providing further information on our meeting place, time, etc. once we have our scheduled time in the
parade.  Remember to dress in layers, wear sunscreen and bring plenty of water.  (We requested sunshine, but the
mornings are cool)Remember we need individuals to walk and carry our banner and pass beads to the spectators.

BRING YOUR GREEN, DECORATE YOUR CAR and CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY.

Chili Cook Off
When: Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Where:  Larry H. Miller Nissan, 1320 Plum Valley Lane
  Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
Host:  Steve and Charlotte Robertson (_______________)

Prizes will be awarded for the best chili and best homemade dessert.  If you have ques-
tions, please E-mail Steve Robertson at stever5689@centurylink.net or call him at 720-985-7172.  Or e-mail
Charlotte Robertson at  charlotter6159@centurylink.net or call at 720-985-7173

April General Meeting
When:  Wednesday, April 1, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Where:  Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

[Note:  Everyone attending is requested to order off the Menu]



Z~Happenings are Non-ZCCC Sponsored Events (not hosted by a Member).  Do you know if any events worth
mentioning?  Did you go to an event with your car?  Send them to the Editor.  We’d love to see what you’re doing!

There are no Z~Happenings currently Scheduled.
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EVENTS (continued)

Z~HAPPENINGS

April Fools Rally
When:  Sunday, April 12, 2015, 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Where:  Starts at the North Valley Tech Center, I-25 at 84th St. Exit.
  Go east off the exit, then turn right into the parking lot.  (Look for the yellow van)
Host:  Gail Mund (glmund@q.com)

Colorado Van Association is holding their annual April Fools Rally on April 12th.   The flyers aren't complete
yet but Gail will get some as soon as she can.  Gail will be seeing the Van Association after the Feb. meeting
and will have more information when it becomes available.

As in years past, this event is a gimmick style rally, usually ending up at a bar and grille where there will be tro-
phies and a raffle.

UPCOMING EVENTS (continued)

MEMBERSHIP NEWS & INFO
How to be a Member

Dues: Single Membership $35, Family $45, Corporate
$50.  To receive the Odometer via postal mail add $10
annually.

Welcome to New Members and Guests

George Billings, Aurora, 1970 240Z
Eldon Luers, Elizabeth, 1971 240Z
Marcus Hass, Highlands Ranch, 2014 370Z
Tony Ortiz, Loveland, 1984 300ZX
Christopher Tillery, Aurora, 2014 370Z

Referrals & Z Bucks:

None.

Renewals (January): 3

Total Memberships: 123

Total Individuals: 167

Going, Going, Gone

December: John & Rose Ann Bilodeau

January: Bill Hardy, Tom Martin, John Nigro, Tim
& Michele O'connor

February: Gary & Pam Bracken, Robert Eagon, Larry
Hutfles, Diana & John Inberg, Se Lim, Donald Mc-
Coy, John & Emma Odell, Jerry Ries, Kirk Roegner
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS & INFO (continued)
Justin Made It!!!

The Z Car Club of Colorado sends a BIG
congratulations to Will and Mary Williams
as their son Justin recently made it through

Boot Camp.
Thank you, Justin, for your service and for

making the United States the best (and safest)
place on earth!

February Birthdays

William Williams (2/1) Sandy Bourgeois (2/5) John Odell (2/5)
Manny Strauch (2/11)  Robert Eagon (2/16)  Bruce McKenney (2/17)
Loye Troxler (2/17)  John Tyler (2/18)  Larry Burnett (2/26)
Cheryl Givens (2/26)  Tiffany Gordon (2/26) Larry Hone (2/26)
Steve Kottmeier (2/28)

CLUB INFORMATION
Contact Information

Mailing Address:
Z Car Club of Colorado
P.O. Box 260078
Lakewood, CO 80226-0078

Telephone: 303-351-2409

Internet: www.zccc.org

Email: zccc@yahoo.com

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ZCarClubOfColorado



CLUB INFORMATION (continued)
Appointed Positions

ZCCC Representative to the ZCC Association:
Cheryle Derman, 303-695-1099

Welcoming Host:  Nate Derman,
720-937-6283 ~ natederman1@comcast.net

Motorsports:  Darrel Hoffman
720-273-4385 ~ dlh2460@aol.com

Webmaster:  Tom Ziegelbauer
720-336-1737 ~ tziegelbauer@gmail.com

Historian:  Jeremiah Frank
720-252-5683 ~ hirejeremiah@yahoo.com

CP Concours:  Fred Minister
303-475-3014 ~ fredminister@comcast.net

Concessions:  Fred Minister
303-475-3014 ~ fredminister@comcast.net

50/50 Drawing:
Don Gordon & Ira Sanders
303-570-5794 ~ derbydon1@yahoo.com
303-278-7172 ~ zroadrunner14@gmail.com

Facebook:  Sara Frank
720-454-8362 ~ sarateach@gmail.com

2014-2015 Elected Officers (Board)

President:  Tom Ziegelbauer
720-336-1737 ~ tziegelbauer@gmail.com

Vice-President: Don Gordon
303-570-5794 ~ derbydon1@yahoo.com

Secretary:  Kathy Minister
303-750-4845 ~ kathy@trilogybenefits.com

Treasurer: Debbie Carlson
303-841-4066 ~ DebbieCarlson@myawai.com

Membership: Andy Mortenson
303-359-0216 ~  ragnarm@msn.com

Public Relations:  Ira Sanders
303-278-7172 ~ zroadrunner14@gmail.com

Inter-Club Liaison:  Diana Inberg
970-284-6111 ~ djinberg@what-wire.com

Odometer Editor:  Stacey Ziegelbauer
651-747-6306 ~ sziegelbauer@gmail.com
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VENDOR UPDATES
New Vendors and Discount List Updates

No changes to the discount list this month.

Please visit http://www.zccc.org/business-directory-2/ for list of vendors working with ZCCC members to pro-
vide the best services.  Don’t forget to tell your contact you are a ZCCC Member, and have your membership
number ready before ordering Please tell them “thanks for being a ZCCC supporter”.    Contact Ira Sanders
with feedback and future vendor suggestions Zroadrunner14@gmail.com.

Charter Member
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VENDOR REVIEW
Don Gordon:
Late today (Tuesday, January 20th) I noticed my rear left turn signal was not working on my Chevy Malibu (ok,
I think most of us have something other than a Z).

So I looked in my owners manual for the bulbs specs and instructions on how to install it.

I decided to go to O'Reillys as I was sure they would have the correct bulb. I walked into the O'Reillys in Aurora
at 6th Ave. and Chambers. I was greeted as I entered with a "is there something I can help you find". I pointed to
the bulb number in my book and said I need one of these. She immediately said they were $5.99 for a pack of two.
I couldn't believe right off the top of her head she knew the pricing for that specific bulb. Then she asked, "would
you like a pack"? I said yes and she ran over a got a pack and brought them back to the cash register. She rang me
up under our Z Car Club of Colorado commercial account (no discount on front of the store items but going to
O'Reillys saved me so much time and aggravation).

As I was paying I asked her if she knew how to install the bulb. She immediately responded, "it's easy on the
newer Malibu like yours". She continued, "all you have to do is open the trunk, pull back the carpeting from the
trim, locate the 3 screw stopcocks and twist them off. Continue pulling back the carpet and maneuver the back of
the lamp pushing it forward so that it releases from the rear of the car. Be careful turning this plastic thing and
that plastic thing, and..."

By that time I was lost. I asked her if she knew how to do this for every car. She said when she was growing up
her dad wanted her to be self sufficient and taught her a lot about cars. It was already getting late, dark and cold
out and I knew if I got home I'd be screwing around with this stupid bulb for at least an hour. So I popped the
question... "Is there any way you could possibly install it for me."

"Absolutely", she said. Just give me a few minutes and I'll go out and do it.

I'm thinking, this is unbelievable customer service.

As we were walking out I asked her name. It's Jess... short for Jessica. It truly took her 5 minutes as if she's done
dozens of these. When I went to give her a tip she said no, just spread the good word about O'Reilly's. I told her
to go buy a Starbucks and made her take it. She said thanks (I guess she has a weakness for coffee).

And on top of that, I am doing what she asked... spreading the good word. And if you happen to be near that , stop
in and say hi to Jess.

O'Reillys in Aurora at 6th Ave. and Chambers



ZCCC Odometer 2 0 1 5 0 2 . 0 9

JANUARY MEETING MINUTES
ZCCC Meeting January 7, 2014, 7:00 p.m.

Welcoming of New Members and /or Guests. No new members or guest in attendance

Any changes to the minutes in the posted in the Odometer from October? No Changes to the minutes

Can I have a motion to approve last months minutes? Approved

President:   No Comments

VP: Don   Event Wrap-Up

December 13th  Annual Holiday Party  Nate/Cheryl were not present, wrap up tabled until Nate and Cheryl can
give us information on the gifts for Tennyson Foundation

New Events:
January:
MLK Ski Day at Loveland Ski Area Roy Davis
Monday, January 19, 2015 from 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM (MST)  Stop in earlier and you can have breakfast and
coffee.

February:
No events scheduled yet

March:
St. Patrick's Day Parade
Kathy Minister Saturday, March 14, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 2:00 PM (MDT)  We currently have 10 cars regis-
tered with one being flexible, so if you want to be in the parade, let us know.  We need to have walkers to hand
out the beads.  Please sign up at the next meeting.

Chili Cook Off
Steve and Charlotte Robertson
Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM (MDT).  Move info to come at Larry Miller’s Nissan

Treasurer Report: Debbie  On schedule for the winter months.  Income of $870 for membership and 50/50.
$1,500 expenses from the banquet, 50/50 and track deposit.

Membership Report: Andy  Received 2 new member registrations and 1 renewal

Public Relations Report: Ira  Nothing to report



Interclub Report: Diana  Registration for Z Con is open on the Website.  July 14th – 18th in Memphis

Odometer Editor Report: Stacey  Nothing to report.  Tammy requested to be put on the distribution list.

Secretary Report: Kathy Nothing to report

Old Business:   Nothing
New Business:
February discounted store items 50% off
Discussion on going to the Flea Market in Commerce City to sell our car parts laying around in the garage.
May was suggested as a good month.

Speaker: None Scheduled

Break - Make sure you have purchased tickets for the 50/50 & Register for upcoming events ($20 to Kathy to-
night for St. Patrick’s Day Parade)

50/50 Drawing  Diana Inberg won $35 along with several other 50/50 items

Adjourn
Motion to adjourn, 1st by Don Gordon, 2nd by Andy Mortensen, Vote  Approved

JANUARY MEETING MINUTES (continued)

CLASSIFIEDS
Placing a Z-Related Ad:

Ads should be submitted by email to the Editor.  Ads will
be in upper and lower case lettering.  Ads are posted for
3 months.  Resubmit as necessary.  If you have a clear
photo, please send it with your request to the Editor.

Payment should be made by check payable to “ZCCC”
and sent by mail to the attention of the Editor at the
address listed under “Club Information.”  The Editor will
hold your ad pending received payment clearing the
bank.

Go to www.zccc.org and the Odometer Archives  for
examples of ads if you need them.

Cost Members Non-Members
¼ Page $0 $35
½ Page $0 $60

Full Page (6 pho-
tos)

$50 $100

Business Card Ads:

There is no cost to members and $60.00 per year for
non-members.  The ad will be listed in the Odometer
for One year unless removed at the owners request.
At the end of the year it is the owners responsibility to
renew their business card ad.  All business card ad’s
can/may be found on the last pages of the Odometer
depending on space.  These pages may or may not be
printed for mailed copies.
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For Sale: 350Z Interior Parts, AC, Original Exhaust, Battery, Nav and More

All parts taken from my 2004 350Z Track Edition with 42,000 miles.  Car is primarily used at the track, so parts
were removed recently to reduce weight.  (Exhaust removed at 35,000 miles).  All are in excellent condition.  Call
to make offer on some or the whole lot.  I will be reasonable.

·All interior panels (black) and parts such as wiper motor, nav, etc. from rear hatch area.
·AC condenser, compressor and hoses.
·Floor mats and cargo area mats (2).
·Car cover.
·Original exhaust system from ”Y” pipe back.

Paul Camp, 720-339-4854, paulcamp@comcast.net

CLASSIFIEDS (continued)
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Disclaimer

The Odometer is the official publication of ZCCC, and is published monthly.  Articles and their content are the
responsibility of the author, and ZCCC assumes no liability for action taken as a result of information contained
herein.  ZCCC is not responsible for the content or accuracy of any advertisements printed in the Odometer nor
does the printing of an advertisement in the Odometer constitute an endorsement of the seller or items adver-
tised.  Inquires or comments concerning the Odometer should be directed to the Editor, Z Car Club of Colorado,
P.O. Box 260078,  Lakewood, CO 80226-0078, or telephone (303) 351-240Z (2409).

Confidentiality

The ZCCC membership list and all other ZCCC documentation and business related documentation are confi-
dential and are not to be disseminated without ZCCC Board approval.

Submissions to Odometer

Articles and advertisements to be considered for publication should be sent to the Editor. Deadline for publica-
tion is the 20th of each month.  The Editor reserves the right to refuse publication of any articles due to content
inimical to the best interest of the Z Car Club of Colorado, unavailability of space, or lateness.  All articles,
events, photos, and ad's to be published in the Odometer, must be received by the 20th of the month.  You will
receive a confirmation of receipt from the editor.  If you don't it may mean I have not received it.  Please con-
tact the editor  by the 20th of the month to follow up.  Thank You, Stacey Ziegelbauer

UPCOMING EVENTS QUICK REFERENCE
February General Meeting: Wednesday, February 4, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

March General Meeting: Wednesday, March 4, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

St. Patrick’s Day Parade: Saturday, March 14, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 2:00 PM
Emerald Mile

Chili Cook Off: Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Larry H. Miller Nissan, 1320 Plum Valley Lane

April General Meeting: Wednesday, April 1, 2015 @ 7:00 p.m.
Overland Golf Course, 1801 S Huron Street, Denver, CO 80223 (Near Santa Fe & Evans)

April Fools Rally: Sunday, April 12, 2015, 10:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Starts at the North Valley Tech Center, I-25 at 84th St. Exit.


